Source 3 from Edwin 8. Redkey; &, Respéct Black: The Writings and Spesches of
Henry MeNeal Twrner (Mew York: Arno Press, 1971), pp. 167-171.

3. Turner's “The American Negro and His Fatherland,”™ 1895,

It would be a waste of time to expend much labor, the fow moments I have
to devote to this subject, upon the present status of the Negroid race in the
United ‘Statea. Tt'is ‘tod well-known already. However; Tibelieve that the
Megro was brought to ithis eountry in the providence of God'to s hea
permitted if not & divine“santtoned manual 1aboring school; that he might
Shaviedireet ﬂlJJJn_ﬂ]J.ﬁlLtt Trea that' em'tmd t.he foce af the
ﬂ]n eeraraes
“~The. heathen A.ﬁ'mﬂ.‘l:l:s T my mrtnm&muwled,gn A l::ﬂ.l‘ehut-—whnt othem
. may say, eagerly ¥ yearn for that civilization whichtheyibaliave will elevate
them and make them L;:«:ut:e:t:d.‘l:l.'l for good. The, AInc.un wwas not sent and
“i::mught. tu‘thm muutr}r by chance, or ‘by the 'h\ra.nme of‘the white man,
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e ?whil lave-purchaser :went’!.o ‘ e:ahoree of that
continent and bought:our ancestors from their African: mastem. "The bulk
who were brought to.this country. were the chxldren\of'paxents who had
been in slavery a thousand years. Yet hereditary slavery. is‘not universal
among the African slaveholders So that the argument often advanced, that
the white man went to Africa and stole us, is not true. They bought us out
of a slavery that still exists over a large portion of that continent. For there
are millions and millions of slaves in Africa ‘today. Thus the superior
African sent us, and the white man brought us, and we remained in slavery

o it w: to learn that a God, who is a spirit, made the
world and controls it, and. that that Supreme Being. could be sought and
found by the exercise of faith in His.only begotten Son. ‘Slavery then went
down, and the colored:man was thrown upon his own responsibility, and
here he is today, in the providence of God, cultivating selfreliance and
imbibing a knowledge of civil law in contradistinction to the dictum of one
man, which was the law of the black man until slavery was overthrown, |
believe that the Neproid race hos been free long cnough now to begin Lo
think for himself and plan for better conditions [than] he can lay claim to
in this country or ever will. There is no manhood future in the United States
for the Negro. He may eke out an existence for generations to come, but he
con never be a man—full, symmetrical and undwarfed, Upon this point I
know thousands who make pretensions to scholarship, white and colored,
will differ and may charge me with folly, while Lin turn pity their ignorance
of history and political and civil sociology, We beg here to itemize and give
a cursory glance at a few facts caleulated to convinee any man who is nat
biased or lamentably ignorant. Let us note & fow of them.

L. There is a great chasm between the white and black, not only in this
country, but in the Weat India Islands, South America, and as much as has
been said to the contrary, 1 have seen inklings of it in Ireland, in England,
in France, in Germany, and even away down in southern Spain in sight of
Moroeco in Africa. We will not, however, denl with foreipn nations, but let
us note o fow facts connected with the United States.

I repeat that a great chasm exists between the two race varietica in this
country. The white peeple, neither North or South, will have social contact
25 a mass between-themselves and any. portion of the Negroid race. Al-
though they. may be-as white in appesrance as themselves, yet a drop of
African blood imparts o toind, and the talk about two races remaining in
the same country with mutual interest and responsibility in ita institutjons
and progress, with no mn.l contact, is the jargon of I."n]]y, a.nd no man who
has read ‘the history of nations and the development of munh'ms, -and the
apencies which have'eulminated in ‘the’ homogeneity ‘of radial variations,
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ey will proclaim such & doctrine. Senator Marp:un.' of Alabama; talls the truth
when he saye that the Negro has nothing to expeet without social equality
TIvES with the whites, and that the whites will never grant it. -

EW This question must be examined and opinions reached in the light of
hiatory and sociological philosophy, and not by a mere think-so on the part
of men devoid of learning. When I use the term learning, I do not refer to
men who have graduated from some college and have a smattering knowl-
edge of Greek, Latin, mathemiatics and o fow schoal books, and have done
nothing since but read the trashy articles of newspapers, That is not schal-
arehip, Scholarship consists in wading through dusty velumes for forty and
fifty vears. That class of men would not dare to predict symmetrical man-
hood for the MNegroid race in this or any other country, without social
equality. The colered man who will stand up and in one breath say that
the Negroid race does not want social equality and in the next predict a
great future in the face of all the proscription of which the colored man ia

M- the victim, is either an ignoramus, or is an advocate of the perpetual

o
=

servility and degradation of his race variety.? [ know, as Senator Morgan
says, ond ns every white man in the land will say, that the whites will not
grant social equality to the Negroid race, nor am [ certain that God wants
them ta do it. And as such, [ believe that two or three millions of us should
return to the land of our ancestors, and establish our own nation, civiliza-
tion, laws, customs, style of manufacture, and not enly give the world, like
other race varieties, the benefit of our individuality, but build up social
conditions peculiarly our own, and coase to be grumblers, ehronic complain-

ers and a menace to the white man's ml.m% or the country he claims and
is bound to dominate. ﬂﬁaﬁﬁ ﬁm

The civil status of the Negro is simply what the white man grants of his
own free will and accord. The black man can demand nothing. He is deposed
from the jury and tried, convicted and sentenced by men who do not claim
to be his peers. On the railroads, where the ecolored race is found in the

. largest numbers, he is the victim of proscription, and he must ride in the
\j[\ Jim Crow car or walk, The Supreme Court of the United States decided,
ﬁ@@ October 16th, 1883, that thy colored man had no civil rights under the

genernl government,'® and the severnl States, from then until now, have
been enncting laws which limit, curtail and deprive him of his civil rights,

B. John Tyler Margan (1824-1907), U5, penator from 1677 to 1907, Morgan was an ardent
expansionist snd white supremacist. See Josaph A, Fry, John Tyler Morgan and the Search
Jor Southern Autonomy (Knoxville; University of Tennessea Press, 1992).

9, The reference is to Booker T, Wishingten.

10, In October 16, 1883, the Suprems Court handed down coe decision that applied to five
peparate cuses that hnd been argued before the Court, all of them having to do with recial
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immunities and privileges, until he is new being diafranchised, and where
it will end no one can divine,

They told me in the Geographical Institute in Paris, France, that accord-
ing to their calculation there are not less than 400,000,000 of Africans and
their descendanta on the globe, so that we are not lacking in numbers Lo
form a nationality of our own.

2. The environments of the Negroid race variety in this country tend to
the inferiority of them, oven if the argument can be established that we
are equals with the white man in the aggregate, notwithstanding the aame
opportunities may be enjoyed in the schools. Let us notle] a few facts.

The diseriminating laws, all will concede, are degrading to those ngainat
which they operate, and the degrader will be degraded also. “For all acts
are reactionary, and will return in curses upon those who curse,” said
Stephen A. Douglass [sic], the great competitor of President Lincoln, Nei-
ther does it require a philosopher to inform you that degradation begets
degradation. Any people oppressed, proscribed, belied, slandered, burned,
flayed and lynched will not only become cowardly and servile, but will
transmit that same servility to their posterity, and continue to do so ad
infiniturn, and as such will never make a bold and courageous peaple. The
condition of the Negro in the United States is so repugnant to the instinets
of respected manhood that thousands, yea hundreds of thousands, of mis-
cogonated will pass for white, and snub the people with whom they are
identified at every opportunity, thus destroying themselves, or at least
unracing themselves. They do not want to be black because of its ignoble
condition, nnd they can s white, thus they become monstrosities. Thou-
sands of young men who are even educated by white teachers never have
any respect for people of their own color and spend their days as devotees
of white gods, Hundreds, if not thousands, of the terms employed by the
white race in the English language are also degrading to the black man.
Everything that is satanic, corrupt, bese and infamous is denominated
ﬁ:@ and all that constitutes virtue, purity, innocence, religion, and that
which is divine and heavenly, is represented hite) Our Sabbath-school
children, by the time they reach proper consci ges, are taught to sing
to the laudation of white and to the contempt of black. Can any one with
an punce of common- sense expect that these children, when they reach

segregation by private busineases (inns, hotels, theaters, and o roilroad). Writing for the
majority, Justice Joseph P, Bradley ruled that the thirtesath, burtsenth, and Afteenth ninend-
ments did not give the federal government the power Lo outlaw discriminatory practices by
private organizations, but only by states. Seo 109 U5, 3, 3 8.0x, 18, 27, LLEd. 835 (1883),
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THE EVIDENCE
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S g “ihint whm: represents God and black represents the devil, The Negro should,
itherefore, build up a nation of his own, and create a language in-keeping
savith his color, aa the whites have done. Nor w‘lll he ever respect himself

] l.u:lhl he doesdt. ]
+ i3, In this country the mlnred TIATL, wlt.h & fuw l:mrnhtu exceptions, folds

M hmarmﬁa.ndwmta for the white man to propose, project, erect, invent,

discover, combine, plan and execute everything connected with civilization,

] including machinery, finance, and indeed everything. This,-in the nature

p of things, dwarfs the.colored man-and allows his great faculties to slumber

: from the cradle to the grave, Yet he possesses mechanical-and -inventive

genius, I believe, equal to any race on earth, Much has been said about the
" patural inability of the colored race to engege inithe professions.of skilled
s dabor. Yet ‘before ‘the swar, right ‘here iin ;this-Scuithland ihe ferected -and

i mmpi&t&d all of the fine edifices i in, whu:'h thav.'lnrdsnfthehnd-:lmmatad_ R 1

ar the fine arts: What the black man needs i ina munh'j'a.nd surruunﬂ.mga
in harmery with his color and-with ‘respect for his manhood. Dpon ‘this
point 1 would delight to dwell longer 4f 1. had;time. Thousands -of white
peaple in this country are ever and enon sdvising thecolored pedple to
keep out of politics, but they do not advise themselves. If the Negro is 2
man in I::eep:l.ng with other men, why should he ba less concerned ‘ebout
politics than any one elss? Strange, too, that anumberaf would-be colored
leaders are ignorant and debased enough to:procldim the same foclich
jargon. Forthe N to stay out of politics is to level himself with s horae
or & cow, which is:nopolitician, -and the Negro dvhodoes it proclaims his
inability to'take partin political -affairs. If the Megro s to:be a man, fall
and complete, he must take part in eve:rjth.mgdhati:relonga tomanhood. If
A heomits:aigingle f.fut.jr, rcsp-unmb:lttf orprivilege;ftathat -extent he is
v Mirnited mbddntompleterid v v w1 ek YElBA R A drt by )
“ ) w6 Time,; Thowever, dorbids. my: mntl.mung ‘the_d.l.scmmnmf ‘this: Bu]:aject,

; '«-rhughh? nnd hash]:r as theae thr:rughta h&w& bean: thrawn tﬂgqﬂ:er Mot l:ielug

rch:]liméxnﬂl]en fam nndrt.he,gmaml gavammnnt muld

'-furm.ﬂh that amnunt-&h"ﬁ*m?er.mma it,-and that'would only be the pitiful
sum of a million dollara » year for the time we labored for nothing, and for

which somebody or some power is respansible, The emigrant agents at New

| York, Boston, Philadelphia; St.John, N.B.; and Halifax, N.S., with whom

I'have talked, establish beyond contradiction, that aver  million, and from
that to twelve hundred thousand persons, come to this country every year,
and yet there is no public stir about it. But in the case of African emigration,
two.or three millions only of self-reliant men and women would be necessary

to establish the conditions we are adveeating in Africa. ...




