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Public sentiment has had a slight *reaction,” though nol sufficient to stop
the crusade of lawlessness and lynching. The spirit of Christianity of the
great M. E. Church was sufficiently aroused by the frequent and revolting
crimes apainal a powerlesa people, to pass strong condemnatory resclutions
at ita General Conference in Omaoha last May, The spirit of justico of the
grand old party® asserted itselfl sufficiently to secure a denunciation of the
wrongs, and a feeble declaration of the beliel in human rights in the
Republican platform at Minneapolis, June Tth. A few of the great "dailies”
and “weeklies” have swung into line declaring that Lynch Law must go.
The President of the United States issued A proclamation that it be not
tolernted in the territories over which he has jurisdiction. . . .

These efforts brought forth apologies and a short halt, but the lynching
menin hag raged again through the past twelve montha with unabated fury.
The etrong arm of the law must be brought to bear upon lynchers in severe.
punishment, but thia cannot and will not be done unless a healthy public
gentiment demands and sustaing such action. The men and women in the
.E.:-Dut.h who disapprove of lynching and remain silent on the perpel.rat.iu;?f
such culrages are particeps eriminis—accomplices, accessories bafore and
after the fact, equally puilty with the actual law-breakers, who would not
persist if they did not know that neither the law nor militin would be
deployed against them,

In the creation of this healthier publie sentiment, the Afro-American can
do for himself what no one else can do for him, The world looks en with
wonder that we have conceded so much, and remain law-abiding under
such great outrage and provocation.

To Northern capital and Afro-American labour the South owea its reha-
bilitation. If labour ia wi i i in. The Afro-Amer-
ican is thus the backbone of the South, A thorough knowledge and judicious
exercise of this power in lynching lecalities could many times effect a
bleodless revelution. The white man's dollar is his god, and to stop this will
be to stop outrages in many localities.

The Alro-Americans of Memphis denounced the lynching of three of their
best citizens, and urged and waited for the authorities to act in the matter,
and bring the lynchers to justice. No attempt was made to do 20, and the
black men lefl the city by thousands, bringing about great stagnation in
every branch of business. Those who remained so injured the business of
the street car company by staying off the cars, that the superintendent,
manager, and treasurer called personally on the editors of the Free Speech,
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and neked them to urge our people to-give them their patronage again.
Oither business men became alarmed over the gituation, and the Free Speech
was suppressed that the coloured people might be more easily controlled.
A meeting of white citizens in June, three months after the lynching, passed
resolutions for the first time condemning it. Buf they did not punish the
tynchers, Every one of them was known by name because they had been
aelacted to do the dirty work by some of the very citizens who passed these
resolutions! Memphis is fast lesing her black population, who proclaim as
they go that there is no protection for the life and property of any Afro-
American citizen in Memphis who will not be a slave,

The Afro-American citizens of Kentueky, whose intellectual and finnneial
improvement has been phenomenal, have never had & separate car law
until now, Delegations and petitiona poured into the Legislature apainst it,
yet the Bill passed, and the Jim Crow Car of Hentucky is a legalised
institution. Will the great mass of Negroes continue to patronise the rail-
road? A special from Covington, Kentueky, says:—

“Covington, June 13th.—The railroads of the State are beginning to feal
very markedly the effects of the separate coach Bill recently paszsed hy the
Legislature, No class of people in the State have so many and so largely
attended excursions as the blacks. All these have been abandoned, and
regular travel is reduced to a minimum.” A competent authority soys the
loss ta the various roads will reach 1,000,000 dols. this vear,

A call to a State Conference in Lexington, Kentucky, last June, had
delegates from every county in the State. Those delegates, the miniaters,
teachers, heads of secret and other orders, and the heads of families should
pass the word around for every member of the race in Kentucky to stay off
railroads unless obliged to ride. If they did so, and their advice was followed
persistently, the Convention would not need to petition the Legislature to
repeal the law or raise money to file a guit. The railrosd corporations would
be o affected they would, in self defence, “lobby™ to have the separate car
law repealed. Om the other hand, as long as the railronds can get Afre-
American excursions they will always have plenty of money to fight all the
guits brought against them. They will be aided in so doing by the same
partisan public gentiment which passed the law, White men paazed the law,
and white judges and juries would pasa upon the suils agninst the law, and
render judgment in line with their prejudices, and in deference to the
greater financial power,

THE EVTDENCE

The appeal to the white man's {3 N
all The appeals ever made to his conscience. Mothing, absolutely nothing,

is to be gained by a further sacrifice of manhood and self-respect. By the
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right exercise of his power as the industrial factor of the South, the Afro-
American can demand and secure his rights, the punishment of lynchers,
and a fair trial for members of his race accused of outrage.

Of the many inhuman outrages of this present year, the only case where
the proposed lynching did rof oceur, was where the men arm
in Jacksonville, Florida, and Paducah, Kﬂntu::kj-'. and prevented it. The
only times an Afro-American who was assaulted got away has been when
he had & gun, and used it in self-defence. The leason this teaches, and which
every Afro-American should ponder well, is that a Winchester rifle should
have a place of honour in every black home, and it should be used for that
protection which the law refuses to give. When the white man, who is
always the aggressor, knows he runs a great risk of h:r.m,g' the dust every
time his Afro-American victim does, he will have greater respect for Afro-
American life. The more the Afro-American yields and eringes and begs,
the more he has to do so, the more he is insulted, outraged, and lynched.

The assertion has been substantiated that the Press” contains unreliable
and doctored reports of lynchings, and one of the most necessary things for
the race to do is to get these facts before the public. The people must know
before they can act, and there is no educator to compare with the Press.

The Afro-American papers are the only ones which will print the truth,
and they lack means to employ agents and detectives to get at the facts.
The race must rally 8 mighty host to the support of their journals, and thus
enable them to do much in the way of investigation. . . .

Mothing is more definitely settled than that he mu.at act for himself. |
have shown how he may employ the “boveott,” tion, and the Press:
and I feel that by a combination of all theas agem::ea Lynch Law—t.]:lg_m
relic of barbarism and slavery—can be efectually stamped out. “The gods
help those who help themselves.”

7. Welln was referring here Lo newnpapers owned by whites. b el
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