Summer Musical Events in Colorado Springs and its Environs-Selections

This list is certainly not complete! It’s meant to be a guide to whet your appetite and fuel your discovery of the wonderful variety of live music available for your enjoyment at Colorado College, in Colorado Springs, and the surrounding regions.

Colorado College

The Festival of the Arts comprises many individual events as well as several specialized festivals.  Festivals and events with a particularly musical flavor are listed below.  Descriptions of events are literally or freely transcribed, with permission, from the web site and brochures prepared by the Arts Festival Manager, Bettina Swigger.

Summer Music Festival

Now in its 22nd Season, the Colorado College Summer Music Festival is an intensive three-and-a-half-week program for 45 advanced student musicians.  An acclaimed series of chamber music performances by festival faculty and three festival orchestra concerts  are integral to the festival.  The Festival Artists Concerts present music-making at the very highest level.

http://www.coloradocollege.edu/SummerPrograms/SummerFestivaloftheArts/MusicFestival/ 

The World Music Series at Pikes Peak Library District:  

Les Yeux Noirs in Outdoor Concert

A Paris-Based sextet led by two violin-playing brothers, this group has been creating some of the most rhythmic and emotional music emanating from any part of the world.  Part gypsy, part klezmer, part rock’n’roll. This nomadic music takes the listener further into a dizzying vortex of Central European sounds and images.  

Saturday, June 24, 7:30 p.m., Armstrong Quad.  Free

The Colorado Springs Conservatory presents Mir Ali, Classical Guitar

Since the age of 13, this Pakistani-born guitar virtuoso and composer has been raising eyebrows of audiences and critics around the globe.  He is a fluent performer of flamenco guitar, jazz, North Indian classical music, classical guitar, and a composer prolific in many genres.

Friday, July 7, 7:30 p.m., Packard Hall.  $5; $2 students.

The Shivers Concert Series:

An Evening of Inspirational Song

Special guest Margaret Carter, President pro tempore of the Oregon State Senate and gospel singer extraordinaire joins members of the Voices of Majestic Praise, the Gospel Music Workshop of America Choir, Peoples United Methodist Church Choir, Relevant Word Mimes, Divine Motion Praise Dancers.  Proceeds benefit the Peoples United Methodist Church building fund.

Sunday, July9, 2006, 4 p.m., Packard Hall.  $12.50.

A Celebration of Contemporary Music

The New Music Symposium Colorado College  Summer Programs and the Summer Festival of the Arts present  the 2006 New Music Symposium in its 10th Anniversary season. This series of concerts showcases the works of contemporary composers, including Ayal Adler, Ofer Ben-Amots, Stephen Scott, Jonathan Chenette, David Colson, David Crumb, Pierre Jalbert, Carlton Gamer, Jon Drumheller, Robert Patterson, Jennifer Stasack, Meira Warshauer, and Ann Rivers Witherspoon.

http://www.coloradocollege.edu/SummerPrograms/SummerFestivaloftheArts/NewMusicSymposium/index.asp 

All events are free and open to the public.

Thursday, July 13, 7:30 p.m.: Chamber Concert, Packard Hall 

Friday, July 14, 7:30 p.m.: Chamber Concert II, Packard Hall 

Saturday, July 15, 7:30 p.m.: Chamber Concert III, Packard Hall

Pikes Peak Young Composers Summer Workshop

Founded in 1995 and operating in tandem with the New Music Symposium, this workshop provides opportunities for young composers in Colorado to create music, attend workshops and classes with professional musicians and composers, and publicly perform their music.

http://www.pikespeakyoungcomposers.org/index.htm 

Sunday, July 16, 3 p.m., Packard Hall. Free

The Colorado Springs Pioneers Museum and the Colorado Springs Conservatory:

Pike’s Dream

This premiere work, written by local composer Mark Arnest to a libretto by his wife Lauren, is a one-act opera in which the dying explorer relives the major events of his life.

Tuesday, July 18, 7 p.m., Packard Hall.  Free

Amateur Pianists International:

The 2006 Celebration of the Amateur Pianist and Rocky Mountain Piano Competition

Three rounds of competition are accompanied by recitals, master classes, and seminars.  All events are open to the public.  Visit http://www.apiano.org/  for more details and ticket information.

Wednesday, August 9th—Sunday, August 13th, Packard Hall and Carnegie Room, Penrose Public Library

Vocal Arts Symposium

In collaboration with the Opera Theatre of the Rockies, Colorado College Summer Programs presents the 2006 Vocal Arts Symposium, a three-week training and performance program directed by internationally acclaimed operatic soprano Martile Rowland, joined by an array of distinguished faculty. 

http://www.coloradocollege.edu/SummerPrograms/SummerFestivaloftheArts/VocalArtsSymposium/ 

Symposium Concerts-

Viva la Voce, Friday, July 21, 7 p.m.
Jazz Sundae Sunday, Sunday, July 23, 3 p.m.
Let's Make a Scene, Friday, July 28, 7 p.m.
Scene-O-Rama, Sunday, July 30, 3 p.m.
Scenic View, Wednesday, August 2, 7 p.m.
The Scene Stealers, Friday, August 4, 7 p.m.
The Grand Finale: Broadway Extravaganza, Sunday, August 6, 3 p.m.

Around Town (Concert Series)

Little London Winds

http://www.littlelondonwinds.org/ 
If an evening of outdoor band music is your cup of tea, join Colorado Springs “Premier Wind Ensemble” at Soda Springs Park in Manitou Springs.  The free concerts begin at 7 p.m.

Monday, June 26

TUESDAY, July 4  (7:30 PM start)

Monday, July 11

Monday, July 17

Monday, July 24

Monday, July 31

Monday, August 7

Monday, August 14

Live from Hillside Gardens

Free Concert Series, at this popular gardens and nursery, every Wednesday from May 24th, 6:30-8:30 p.m... Most events are free. Featuring blues, bluegrass and jazz artists.  See calendar (currently showing programs for June and July) at http://hillsidegardens.net/concerts.htm 

First and Main 2006 Summer Concert Series, Presented in cooperation with the Pikes PeakBlue Community

Sponsored by Penrose-St. Francis Health Services, this series is in its second year of providing free music concerts to the east side of town. This year’s June 23rd kick-off performance will begin at 3 PM with games, family activities, giveaways and children’s entertainment. Join the crowd for each live music performance which is held in the park located in front of Cinemark Theatres, at Powers and N. Carefree.  

DATES: Fridays in June, July and August
TIMES: 5 PM to 7 PM
LOCATION: First and Main Town Center, Power Boulevard and Carefree 

June 23: “Tymetrax" 

June 30: “Dick Cunico’s Little Big Band” 

July 7: “Broadcasters” 

July 21: “The Nostalgics” 

July 28: “Graceland” 

August 4: “Peter Burg and Blue Suburban” 

August 11: “Metro Blues” 

August 18: “The Channel Cats” 

FAC Modern-Jazz Bistro

Fine Arts Center at the Plaza of the Rockies

Listen to jazz, surrounded by original art, including Dale Chihuly's Amber Persian Wall. Open every Friday and Saturday, 5 p.m.- midnight.  Live Music 7 - 11 p.m. Located at 121 South Tejon, Plaza of the Rockies, South Tower.  See http://www.csfineartscenter.org/JazzBistro.html?f=d&hl=en&sll=38.838815,-104.825095&sspn=0.015209,0.028925&saddr=30+W.+Dale+St.+Colorado+Springs&daddr=121+S+Tejon+St,+Colorado+Springs,+CO+80903+%4038.832219,-104.823487  for performance schedule.

Around Town (Selected Individual Events/Groups)

6th Annual Tejon Street Bike Fest

June 25, Downtown, including three stages of music, motorcycle-only street parking, games, bikini contest and bike wash, bike show, 487-8005, pro-promo tions.com.

July 4 Fabulous Fourth Celebration, with the Colorado Springs Philharmonic and a special guest appearance of the United States Army Field Band and Chorus 


In a rare appearance west of the Mississippi, the 65 member U.S. Army Field Band and 29 member Chorus will join the Colorado Springs Philharmonic for the orchestra's annual July 4h concert in Memorial Park.
Free and open to the public 
Where: Memorial Park; 1605 E Pikes Peak Ave, Colorado Springs, CO 80909
Time: 7:00 pm 

July 5 Patriotic Celebration Concert, with the Colorado Springs Philharmonic and a special guest appearance of the United States Army Field Band and Chorus 

Free and open to the public
Where: Woodland Park Middle School, 600 E Kelley's Rd., Woodland Park, CO 80863
Time: 6:30 pm 

Steve Barta in Concert

July 13th, 7:30 p.m.

Local jazz piano legend Steve Barta performs at Forestgate Presbyterian Church.  Adults $18/students  & under 16 $10.  970 Nort Gate Blvd.

“Springs Sings” Zebulon Pike Bicentennial drive the Pikes Peak Highway and sing event

On July 14th, from dawn to dusk hundreds of people are invited to drive to the summit of Pikes Peak to sing “America the Beautiful” or participate in an all city sing; day culminates in America the Beautiful Park with live music by Flash Cadillac, food, dancing, beer garden and a movie, 385-5256 or 385-5421. 

Opening of the Pike Centennial Time Capsule in Antlers Park in Colorado Springs.

On July 15th, in Antlers Park, Colorado Springs will commemorate the 200th anniversary of the day Pike embarked on his western sojourn.  This event combines music and suspense as museum staff rediscovers a 1906 time capsule placed during the Pike Centennial and the Colorado Springs Conservatory and the Colorado Springs Choral perform. Leave your mark on history by participating in the creation of a new time capsule. Antlers Park is located across from Giuseppe's Restaurant at 31 West Pikes Peak at Pikes Peak and Sierra Madre Streets. 

The Music of Pike's World

August 12th, 2006, 1 p.m.

Enjoy the melodic sounds of history in a one-of-a-kind concert sponsored by the Giddings Foundation. The Music of Zebulon Montgomery Pike's World will feature musicians Mark Gardner, Rex Rideout and The Southwest Musicians, who will perform traditional American and Hispanic music. The concert takes place at the Gazebo on the south side of the Colorado Springs Pioneers Museum grounds. Bring your lawn chairs or picnic blankets and enjoy the FREE show. After the concert, historical interpreters will be on hand to share interesting aspects of the Pike story in the three bicentennial exhibits inside the Museum.

Fiesta Latina at the Cheyenne Mountain Zoo

August 12th, 13th
Featuring special performances by local Latino entertainers and community groups, special admission price; information, cmzoo.org or 633-9925, ext.111. 

At the Pikes Peak Center


Jason Mraz Live


July 5th, 2006

His “breakthrough 2002 hit, "The Remedy" established him as a funnier, funkier version of John Mayer. The Virginia singer-songwriter continues mixing up folk melodies and hip-hop beats.” For information, see: http://www.pikespeakcenter.com/calendar/event_details.asp?cal_list_id=2209&month=7&year=2006 

Michael Bublé

Saturday, July 15th, 8 p.m
He sings “in the orbits of Darin and Sinatra, covering swing epoch gems”. For  information, see: http://www.pikespeakcenter.com/calendar/event_details.asp?cal_list_id=2171&month=7&year=2006  

Mountain Music Festival

8/25/2006 - 8/27/2006      11:00 AM - 9:00 PM
Soda Springs Park
Manitou Springs, Colorado 
Contact: Bud Ford    719-685-9655

Featuring mountain dulcimer and hammered dulcimer, country & fun music, foods and crafts, the 24th Annual Free Mountain Music Festival includes professional musicians performing acoustic American music, music workshops, art & crafts, and food vendors. Friday evening, Saturday & Sunday during the day and evenings. For more information contact Cripple Creek Dulcimers, Bud and Donna Ford at 719-685-9655

The Channel Cats

My own personal plug for a group I love!  These guys have the maturity (they’re members of my generation) to really deliver blues, R & B, and swing in a groove that’ll get you dancing.  They regularly invite others to sit in for sets.  Check them out, and see when they’re playing at http://www.thechannelcats.com/schedule.htm   

Online Guides to the Local Music Scene
These sites will lead you to live music of all kinds.
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 by the Gazette for Colorado Springs

http://www.coloradosprings.com/music/index.php     
This site organizes local and semi-local events by the following categories:

Rock & Pop

Jazz & Blues

Country & Folk

Classical

DJ Clubs

Restaurants w/Live Acts

Calendars go through September and include some events outside of Colorado Springs.

Scene in the Springs

This is an online resource for art and music events in the Colorado Springs area. It includes links to individual events as well as links to What’s Happening This Week and Local Venues.

http://www.sceneinthesprings.com/default.cfm   

Springsgov.com’s Summer Concert Series

http://www.springsgov.com/Page.asp?NavID=6306 

Here’s a treasure trove of events, presenting a wide variety of music with venues throughout our community-you’ll find your favorite type of music and discover new sounds you didn’t know you love! Link to the site for program specifics.

Concerts include:

“Sack Lunch Serenade” Series Featuring the City’s magnificently restored 1927 Wurlitzer theater pipe organ
Bring your lunch – or – buy a great buffet lunch on site – either way – you will enjoy these Thursday lunch hour performances that comprise the Twelfth Season of this concert series. Attendees enjoy a relaxing old-fashioned luncheon break while listening to wonderfully talented regional organists play a beautifully restored 1928 Wurlitzer Theater Pipe Organ. The concerts, hosted in the 1923 Historic City Auditorium, also feature a short silent movie, appropriately accompanied by the organist. Several of the weekly programs feature a special theme and/or additional entertainment components. 

“Brown Bag Lunch” Series
Enjoy these lunchtime musical diversions with family, friends and co-workers under the shady trees in Acacia Park. This noon concert series boasts a long history of offering a wide variety of musical styles performed by regionally acclaimed entertainers. Don’t miss your favorite group and/or music, orcome and discover something new. 

DATES: Tuesdays in June, July and August
TIME: Noon to 1 PM
LOCATION: Acacia Park Bandstand, 115 East Platte Avenue

“Paint the Town Blue” Series
The fourth season of this concert series promises to continue the high standards established during the inaugural schedule. Acacia Park, as this years’ central downtown concert location should provide an excellent opportunity to enjoy great music. After the concert, you can “cap off” another fun Colorado Springs summer evening with a stop at your favorite downtown club or restaurant. 

DATES: Thursdays in June, July and August
TIME: 5:30 to 7:30 PM
LOCATION: Bancroft Park in Old Colorado City, 2408 West Colorado Avenue (Rainouts at Thunder and Buttons) 

“Soft Summer Nights” Series” Featuring three of Floyd Frame’s volunteer musical groups
The band pavilion in Old Colorado City’s historic Bancroft Park continues to be the host location for this popular, long-running concert series. Floyd Frame continues to produce, arrange and conduct the three featured musical ensembles, each of which is composed entirely of volunteer talent. Floyd and his musicians are widely recognized and greatly appreciated within the enter community, particularly among our senior citizens, for the many hours of free musical programs they perform every year. Mark your calendars now, grab a folding chair or blanket and join us at Bancroft Park to enjoy one of Colorado’s “Soft Summer Nights.” 

DATES: Wednesdays and Thursdays in June and Tuesdays in August
TIMES: 7 PM to 8 PM
LOCATION: Bancroft Park in Old Colorado City, 2408 West Colorado Avenue
“Jazz in the Parks” Series” Presented in co-operation with the Pikes Peak Jazz and Swing Society 
The twenty-second season of this award winning summer concert series continues a tradition of presenting jazz excellence in several of Colorado Springs most attractive parks. Bring a folding chair or blanket, snacks and “mellow out” with the region’s best jazz. All the concerts begin at 6 PM and conclude at 8 PM.

“Gettin’ Down Downtown” The Palmer Village Series 
This concert series, beginning a Third Season, has quickly established a “don’t miss” reputation for every one of its weekly musical performances. The Palmer Village Series is presented in a beautiful downtown park setting next the Pioneer Museum, the 100 year-old former courthouse building. It features an excellent variety of musical styles and groups, each of which will enrich your evening with a delightful listening experience.

DATES: Wednesdays in June, July and August
TIMES: 6 PM to 8 PM
LOCATION: America The Beautiful Park, 126 Cimino Drive
“The Palmer Center Series"
The Palmer Center Concert Series has a solid 10 year history of providing excellent entertainment for your lunchtime enjoyment. The one-hour concerts are presented on Fridays and begin at noon in the plaza area fronting the Palmer Center. Grab a take-out lunch, a few of your friends and start your TGIF celebrations early with a great noon musical interlude.

AND…..
Hiring your own live musicians
Should you need a group of musicians, of any persuasion for a special event, check out the Pikes Peak Musician’s Association, AFM 154. See http://www.afm154.org/referral.htm for a referral to suit your needs. 

Being your own musician!

And, if you want to learn to play, or just sharpen those rusty skills, you can contact the link above, as well as contact any of the links below to find a music instructor to suit your needs. We’ll be hearing you next summer! 

Colorado College Music Department

http://www.coloradocollege.edu/dept/MU/
Graner School Music Co.

http://www.granermusic.com/ 

Meeker Music

http://www.meekermusic.com/ 

